APES Syllabus







Stephanie Reid – Rm. 332








                             
 reids2@gcsnc.co
Course Description:
The thorough course description can be found on the AP Central College Board website:     

                    http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/repository/ap07_envsci_coursedesc.pdf
This link can also be accessed from my classroom website, which is listed at the top of this page.

In short summary:

“The goal of the AP Environmental Science course is to provide students with the scientific principles, concepts, and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of the natural world, to identify and analyze environmental problems both natural and human-made, to evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems, and to examine alternative solutions for resolving or preventing them.”

Although we have both a “lab” and a “class” period, we will often use both periods for a lab, or neither. The purpose of the double period is to have more time to cover the required, extensive curriculum at a pace and depth that best leads to understanding, not just regurgitating. This learning sometimes takes place in the form of a lab, and more often does not. 

Course Requirements:

During this course students will be presented with topics and materials in many different formats and will be expected to responsibly perform individual and group work.  Presentation of material and information will be multi-media:  lecture, video, internet, laboratory, field studies, etc.  This is a great course to practice and perfect good note-taking skills, disciplined study habits, and time management. This is an Advanced Placement course and we will move at a brisk pace in order to cover all necessary material and have ample time for review before the AP Exam in May. I am very clear with my due dates and do not accept late work. Students with the goal of passing the AP Exam with high scores should EXPECT to spend a significant amount of time outside of class preparing for the exam. As with any effective learning experience, the learner must take ownership of what they wish to gain from the class. Effort put forth is not directly graded, but genuine effort naturally leads to greater success and understanding. I am here to introduce, guide, direct, encourage, and hopefully inspire students to learn even more on their own. 
Text and Additional Resources:

· Living in the Environment, Miller, 13th Edition
· Classroom Handouts, Classroom Website, Internet Websites, etc.  
· *Barron’s AP Environmental Science Test Preparation Book (I highly recommended this to be bought early in the school year so students can steadily begin their year-long studying for the AP College Board Exam in May). Among other places, this test prep book can be found at Barnes & Noble or Amazon.com. 
Additional Materials Required for the Course:

· One three-ring binder (2” is fine, but no smaller) 

· Tab dividers for the notebook (13 total: 11 Units; Important Classroom Documents; Review)
· College-ruled loose-leaf paper 

· Pencils/Pens (black/blue) – no colored ink for work that is collected. Students may take notes in any color of ink.  
· I will be periodically asking for assistance with purchasing some lab supplies throughout the year. Please consider helping out with classroom needs as they present themselves. Most items can be purchased at any grocery store, so gift cards at the beginning of the year to local grocery stores are by far the most practical way to help. Thanks!

Classroom Policies & Expectations:
· Be on time, in your seat, and ready to work when class begins.  We will have a certain amount of work to do each day.  If time is wasted, work not done in class will be additional homework.  If we finish early; you may have time to begin your homework. 

· Respect yourself, your classmates, and everyone’s property.

· Be prepared: Always bring your book, notebook, handouts, planner, assignments that are due, a pen and/or pencil. We will not use the book every single day, but you need to bring it every day as a resource.

· Do not touch lab equipment unless the class is utilizing this equipment.  Safety in the lab is first priority.  Horseplay, not wearing proper safety gear, and unsafe practices and behaviors will not be tolerated.
· It is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements to make up missed work and to copy any missed class notes. Missed tests are to be made up the day students return to school unless there are special circumstances that have been discussed with me. Unit test dates are given far enough in advance for sufficient planning and discussion. 

· Late work will not be accepted (see APES Late Work Policy).
· USE OF ANY ELECTRONIC DEVICE IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED! You have been given your first warning. Violation of this district policy, in the classroom, will result in confiscation of your media device according to school policy!

· Use trash cans for trash…. Not the desks or sinks.  

· Please leave the animals, plants, lab equipment, lab fixtures, water faucets, and gas outlets alone unless you are directed otherwise.

Help Sessions:

I am eager to help students learn the content for AP Environmental Science.  I try my best to make sure this happens effectively during class time, but if students have additional questions or need a quiet place to study, I will be available after school at least one day each week.  I am available in the mornings prior to class.  Should you need to use this time for additional help, please make arrangements with me in advance. Please note: These after-school help sessions are not a replacement for class attendance.

Movies/Videos:

There have been incredible films created that relate directly to our EES curriculum. Sometimes these come in the form of Discovery channel specials such as “Planet Earth,” National Geographic website video clips, various documentaries, and occasionally box-office films such as “Gorillas in the Mist,” and “A Civil Action.”  By signing this document, you are acknowledging that your child is allowed to watch films up to the PG-13 rating. Please let me know if you have any questions about films we may watch throughout the year.

Class Requirements:
1.    Notebook - You should keep a notebook (2” 3-ring binder will be sufficient) which should contain your class notes, handouts, lab activities and homework.  Use subject dividers to separate the various portions for your notebook.                                            
2.    Homework - Homework is to be turned in on time.  If you are absent the day an assignment is due, you are responsible for turning in the assignment the day that you return to school.   It is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements to make up missed work and to get class notes.  Check the EES website for missed materials – many of these items will be posted.  You will receive a zero for any assignment that is not turned in or does not have a name.
3.    Tests/Projects – Tests or projects will be given to evaluate the students’ mastery of the content in each unit.  All tests will be announced.  If you are absent the day of the test, you are responsible for taking the test the day that you return to school.  Dishonestly will not be tolerated and the penalty for cheating is a zero on the test or on the project. You will not be given the chance to make up the test.  Refer to your student handbook for the policy on cheating.
4.
Supplies – All supplies must be brought to class each day.   
 Grading Criteria:  

Your semester grade will be determined as follows:
Major Tests and Projects (40%)

Major tests will be announced at the beginning of each unit.  Missed tests should be made up as soon as students return to school. I offer test corrections on most, but not all tests. I design these corrections to take considerable effort and time so that it is clear the missed concept is now understood. It is MUCH easier to perform well on the original test than to earn a fraction of the points with test corrections. Major projects will generally count as one test grade.  
There will be several project assignments each grading period.  Please treat these as you would a test.  
Labs/Field Trips/Mini-Projects/Quizzes (25%)
Lab grades will consist of:  

1) Lab behaviors/procedures 
       (including following lab safety rules and procedures and cleaning up after yourself); 
2) Laboratory performance (pre-lab assignments, data etc.); and 

3) Lab summarizing activity (write-up in notebook, completed assignment, presentation, discussion etc.)  

Every effort should be made not to miss a laboratory experiment. Some labs cannot be made up and will be replaced with an alternate (related) assignment. Labs will be traditional, mini-labs, and computer labs. 

*I am extremely excited to be incorporating a few field trips into our curriculum. I am a firm believer in experiential, inquiry-based learning. There is no better place to learn about Environmental Science than outside of a classroom. 
Quizzes will be both announced and unannounced. They will be used as an assessment of class progress, and most often in the form of a reading quiz. Any day that reading is due, there will likely be a reading quiz. These are not broad summaries; you need to know specifics from the readings, so do not simply skim the chapter

Assignments (15%)

Homework will be given when appropriate, and also partially in accordance with the productivity of class time (a very productive class may finish an assignment that would have been completed as homework). Unit assignments are time-consuming, but are crucial for success in the class and the AP exam. Every year I see the direct correlation of students who turn in high-quality, thoroughly completed unit questions and assignments with the highest test scores and overall grades in my classes.
Final Exam/Project ( 20%)

The final exam assignment or test will contain information from the entire course.  It will require the students to demonstrate their cumulative knowledge on the subject of Environmental Science while helping to prepare them for the AP exam.
Cheating/copying will not be tolerated—you are capable and brilliant on your own!
AP Exam Information & Credit Details

The AP Environmental Science exam is the very first AP exam, 8am on Monday, May 7, 2010. I do my best to prepare students to be successful with this exam and encourage every student to take the exam. Each college and university has its own guidelines for granting AP credit and the best way to find out whether certain colleges award credit is to contact them directly. APES is a fairly new course in terms of the AP offerings, so some universities do not yet recognize it for credit (although many do!). For more information on the AP credit policy visit: www.collegeboard.com/ap/creditpolicy.

	University
	Minimum APES score required for college credit
	Course credited

	UNC-Chapel Hill
	4
	Environmental Studies 202

	NC State (non science major)
	3
	4 hours for MEA 100 (Marine, Earth, and Atmospheric Sciences)

	NC State (science major)
	4
	3 hrs for Env.Sci. 100

	Duke
	4
	ENVIRON 19

	UNC-Greensboro
	3
	BIO 105

	NC A&T
	3
	EASC 201

	UNC-Wilmington
	3
	EVS 195, EVSL 195

	UNC-Asheville
	3
	ENVR 130


Please complete and return to Mrs. Reid. (1 additional point will be awarded on the first test to every student who returns this sheet completed by Monday, August29, 2011..)

I have read the above course requirements for APES and understand the responsibilities of being a member of the class. I understand that this document will be kept on file for the semester. 
 

 
Student Name________________________________

Student Signature______________________________             Date _______________

 

 

I have read the above course requirements and expectations of my student for APES and understand the class rules and grading policy which will be used in this class.  I will aid my student in any way possible to ensure their success in APES.  

Parent/Guardian Signature _______________________               Date_______________

Parent/Guardian email address ____________________

