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Course Description:

The course description and goals for the NC Department of Public Instruction Standard Course of Study for Earth/Environmental Science may be found at the following web address:

http://www.ncpublicschools.org/curriculum/science/scos/2004/25earth         

Course Requirements:

During this course students will be presented with topics and materials in many different formats.  Students will be expected to perform individual and group work.  Presentation of material and information will be multi-media, lecture, video, internet, laboratory, etc.  Students will need to have or develop good note-taking skills and disciplined study habits and routines to be successful in this course.  Development of good time management skills is also essential.
Classroom Policies & Expectations:
· Be on time, in your seat, and ready to work when class begins.  We will have a certain amount of work to do each day.  If time is wasted, work not done in class will be additional homework.  If we finish early; you may have time to begin your homework. 

· Respect yourself, your classmates, and everyone’s property.

· Be prepared: Always bring your book, notebook, handouts, planner, assignments that are due, a pen and/or pencil. We will not use the book every single day, but you need to bring it every day as a resource.

· Do not touch lab equipment unless the class is utilizing this equipment.  Safety in the lab is first priority.  Horseplay, not wearing proper safety gear, and unsafe practices and behaviors will not be tolerated.
· It is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements to make up missed work and to copy any missed class notes. Missed tests are to be made up the day students return to school unless there are special circumstances that have been discussed with me. Unit test dates are given far enough in advance for sufficient planning and discussion. 

· Late work will not be accepted (see EES Late Work Policy).
· USE OF ANY ELECTRONIC DEVICE IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED! You have been given your first warning. Violation of this district policy, in the classroom, will result in confiscation of your media device according to school policy!

· Use trash cans for trash…. Not the desks or sinks.  

· Please leave the animals, plants, lab equipment, lab fixtures, water faucets, and gas outlets alone unless you are directed otherwise.

Help Sessions:
I am eager to help students learn Environmental Science.  I try my best to make sure this happens effectively during class time, but if students have additional questions or need a quiet place to study, I will be available after school on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons.  I am available in the mornings prior to class.  Should you need to use this time for additional help, please make arrangements with me in advance. Please note: These after-school help sessions are not a replacement for class attendance.

Movies/Videos:
There have been incredible films created that relate directly to our EES curriculum. Sometimes these come in the form of Discovery channel specials such as “Planet Earth,” National Geographic website video clips, various documentaries, and occasionally box-office films such as “Gorillas in the Mist,” and “A Civil Action.”  By signing this document, you are acknowledging that your child is allowed to watch films up to the PG-13 rating. Please let me know if you have any questions about films we may watch throughout the year.

Class Requirements:
1.    Notebook - You should keep a notebook (2” 3-ring binder will be sufficient) which should contain your class notes, handouts, lab activities and homework.  Use subject dividers to separate the various portions for your notebook.                                            
2.    Homework – Homework is to be turned in on time.  If you are absent the day an assignment is due, you are responsible for turning in the assignment the day that you return to school.   It is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements to make up missed work and to get class notes.  Check the EES website for missed materials – many of these items will be posted.  You will receive a zero for any assignment that is not turned in or does not have a name.
3.    Tests/Projects – Tests or projects will be given to evaluate the students’ mastery of the content in each unit.  All tests will be announced.  If you are absent the day of the test, you are responsible for taking the test the day that you return to school.  Dishonestly will not be tolerated and the penalty for cheating is a zero on the test or on the project. You will not be given the chance to make up the test.  Refer to your student handbook for the policy on cheating.
4.
Supplies – All supplies must be brought to class each day.   
Grading Criteria:
Your semester grade will be determined as follows:

Tests and Projects (50%)
A test or project will be given at the end of each unit.  Missed tests should be made up as soon as you return to school, during one of the help sessions or before or after school. (Arrangements must be made with me prior to taking the missed test.)   
*Project grades will be determined for each project that is assigned.  A rubric will be given to each student when each project is assigned.  

Labs and Quizzes (25%)
* Lab grades will consist of:  

1) Lab behaviors/procedures 
    (including following lab safety rules and procedures and cleaning up after yourself); 
2) Laboratory performance (pre-lab assignments, data etc.); and 

3) The actual lab write-up. 
Every effort should be made not to miss a laboratory experiment.  If you miss a lab you will be given data and required to do a formal write-up on that lab.  Some labs will require make-ups.  Labs will be both traditional, mini-labs, and computer labs.  Lab report format will be distributed and posted on the website.

Homework/Class Assignments (15%)
Homework will occasionally be given.  Homework will be checked the next class period.  Students are also encouraged to form study groups to develop stronger study skills and to learn from one another.  
Class assignments will include the daily starters.  Notebooks will be checked periodically to ensure that daily checks are being completed.
Class Participation (10%)
Students will learn by participating in group activities, web quests, labs and many other forms of learning.  It is essential that each student participates in all class activities to be successful in this class.  Sleeping, working on assignments from other classes and other off task activities will count against your participation grade.
You are responsible for making up all class work, homework, labs, and tests when you are absent.  Sports, field trips, pictures, etc. are no excuse for missing work. 
 EES Supply List:

· 3 ring binder (2”)

· subject dividers (helps to keep unit material organized)
· loose leaf notebook paper

· pencil or pen (black/blue)
· colored pencils (recommended, but not required)
· USB flash drive - If you already have one for other classes, it is not required that a new one is purchased for EES.
Please complete and return to Mrs. Reid. (1 additional point will be awarded on the first test to every student who returns this sheet completed by Friday, January 27, 2012..)

I have read the above course requirements for EES and understand the responsibilities of being a member of the class. I understand that this document will be kept on file for the semester. 
 

 
Student Name________________________________

Student Signature______________________________             Date _______________

 

 

I have read the above course requirements and expectations of my student for EES and understand the class rules and grading policy which will be used in this class.  I will aid my student in any way possible to ensure their success in EES.  

Parent/Guardian Signature _______________________               Date_______________

Parent/Guardian email address ____________________

