Environmental History Timeline
These dates are included in the information that you are responsible for knowing on the upcoming unit quiz.  The quiz is scheduled for Wednesday, Sept. 7.
1970
· April 22 – First National Earth Day celebration; organized by Senator Nelson
· Clean Air Act
· EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) formed by President Nixon
· OSHA (Occupational Health & Safety Administration)
1973
· Endangered Species Act
· US Congress approves Alaska pipeline
1974
· Safe Water Drinking Act
1977
· US Dept of Energy created by President Carter
1978
· Love Canal – home owners in Love Canal realized that their neighborhood was built on a major toxic waste dump in Niagra Falls, NY.  Led to the evacuation of more than 800 families from their homes.  Led to the creation of the EPA’s “Superfund” that was used to locate and clean up toxic sites throughout the US.  The “Superfund” went bankrupt in 2001-2003.
1979
· Three Mile Island nuclear power plant – partial meltdown; no radiation was released
1981
· Coastal Barriers Resources Act and Nuclear Waste Policy Act
1982
· The term “environmental racism” is coined in response to attempts to build a landfill in an Africal American neighborhood in Warren County, NC.
1983
· International Environmental Protection Act
1984
· Bhopal Disaster – Union Carbide Co. leaks methyl icocyanide into Bhopal, India.  Results in 2000 deaths, 8000 deaths from chronic effects and over 100,000 additional injuries.
1986
· Chernobyl nuclear reactor disaster – full scale meltdown of a graphite nuclear reactor resulting in over 2000 sq miles of land contamination and large amount of radiation being released.
· Right To Know Act – as a result of the Bhopal disaster
· CO2 gas boils out of Lake Nyos in Cameroon, Africa – more than 1700 people killed
1989
· Exxon Valdez oil tanker runs aground in Prince William Sound, Alaska, spilling 11 million gallons of oil.  
1990
· UN report on climate change warns that global temperature rise might be as much as 2˚F in 35 years.
· War in Kuwait and Iraq creates environmental disaster with oil spills and depleted uranium bullets.  
1997
· Kyoto Protocol adopted by US – (involves reducing CO2 emissions)
1999
· Earth’s population exceeds six billion
2001
· September, 11 – World Trade Center – resulted in severe respiratory illnesses in over 350 first responders (350 firefighters and 5 EMS workers) to the World Trade Center 
2004
· Earthquake in Indian Ocean causes  massive tsunamis that kill over 200,000 people in Indonesia and the surrounding nations.
2005
· Hurricane Katrina makes landfall in Louisiana and breeches the levees in New Orleans.  Over 1400 people killed.
2006
· Al Gore releases An Inconvenient Truth, a documentary that describes global warming.
2010
· Deepwater Horizon disaster in Gulf of Mexico – 11 platform workers killed and 9 more injured;   @  206,000,000 gallons of oil is spilled into the Gulf having devastating effects on fragile coastal environments from Louisiana to Florida.  Well was finally plugged on Sept. 19, 2010.

2011 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Earthquake in Japan – resulted in devastating tsunami in Japan; As a result of the tsunami, a nuclear reactor melts-down resulting in a major disaster for public health and environment

