Formation of the Solar System Powerpoint Notes

1.  List the four major steps in the formation of our solar system.
a. Starts with the collapse of the ________________ (a cloud of gas and dust in space).
b. The _____________ of this dust and gas caused it to ______________ into a disk.
c. The force of ______________ squeezed most of the gas and dust to the center, making it hot enough to eventually start _________________ and became a star.
d. Leftover gas and dust clumped together, still revolving around the new sun, forming areas where _______________ and ______________ formed.
e. It took millions of years, and many collisions, for the chaos to settle into our recognizable solar system.
2.  What general characteristics of our solar system support the above theory?
a. The planets and satellites orbit in a  ____________ (the __________).
b. Spin motions are in the _________________, which is ____________.

3.  The terrestrial planets are __________, have a ___________ density, and are made of _______________ and ____________.

4.  The Jovian planets are ____________, have a ____________ density, and are made of ______________ and _______________________.

5.  What are the three criteria for being a planet?
a. must be ______________ (shape)
b. must _________ a star
c. must have cleared its orbit of _________________________
6.  Why isn’t Ceres considered a planet?

7.  Where are the asteroids located?
 

