Population Issues in China and India

Vocabulary:
· population density
·  birth rate
·  death rate
·  life expectancy
·  per capita income (GNP)
·  literacy rate

Introduction:

What does it mean when each of the above factors is high or low for a particular country?  For example, what does it mean when a country has a high birth rate?  What does it mean for a country to have a low population density?  Why is literacy a way to measure how "developed" a country is?
Discussion Questions:
Define the following terms: population-growth rate (the rate at which a population grows each year), rate of natural increase (the rate at which a population grows each year based solely on births and deaths, not migration), and per capita income (the average amount of money each person in a country earns per year). These concepts will be helpful later in the lesson. 
What are some reasons that a country might take action to limit the number of children its citizens are allowed to have?  Have you heard of China's one-child policy?  During this activity you will learn more about this policy and compare China's population situation with that of India. 
Procedure:

Compare the life expectancy, infant mortality rate, literacy rate, and per capita income statistics for China and India, using the CIA World Factbook.  What do these numbers show about these two countries?
Go to the Your Nation site and click on "Compare."  Compare China and India on the following indicators: birth rate, death rate, literacy rate, and infant mortality. As you view the comparisons, record the numbers you see. You will need to construct a chart to display the information in an orderly manner. 
Write a summary analyzing the statistics that you find.  Paragraphs should answer the question "What do these numbers reveal about China and India’s population control programs?"  Is the program working in these countries? Explain.    Provide specific examples from the statistics to support your responses. 
Next, check out PBS's Six Billion and Beyond, plus any other Internet or print resources you can find, to learn more about the population situation in China and India. As you conduct your research, answer these questions for each country: 
· What is this country's birth rate? 
· What factors contribute to this country's birth rate? 
· What is the government's role in this country's growth rate? 
Summary:
Write an essay answering the question "Should India have a one-child policy like China?  Why or why not?"  Provide specific examples from your research and discuss the differences between China and India that have an impact on the population situation in each country.
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