 The Lorax

The Lorax was written by Dr. Seuss in 1971, after the environmental reform movement of the 60’s which peaked with the nation’s first Earth Day on April22, 1970.
As you view the video, list at least 3 environmental issues you encounter.  Do these issues exist today? 

After the video is over, answer the following questions:

1. Who do the Lorax and Once-Ler represent? What are their professions?
2. What do the Lorax and Once-Ler really want? What are their biggest concerns?

3. Can you equate the ideas in the story with real, present day situations? Give a specific example of the people, resources and issues involved.

4. Are their identifiable “good guys” and “bad guys” in this story?  Where do the people who purchase and use Thneeds fit on the good or bad scale?

5. Is it necessary to completely stop cutting the Trufflla trees to preserve the Lorax ecosystem?

6. What, if any, significance do the ideas presented in this book (video) have for you in your daily life?
7. What do you think could be possible outcome of the story.  How else could it have ended?

8. Do you think the Lorax was written for young children, their parents or both?

Alternate Opinion:
Go here and read the following about the Truax:
http://www.woodfloors.org/consumer/pdf/TRUAX.pdf
http://www.pcdf.org/meadows/truax.html
1. Read the book and commentary on line.
2. This book was written to help children better understand the importance of renewable resources and the management of these resources.

After Reading the book, answer the following questions:
1. Why did the Guardbark want people to leave trees alone?  Give at least two reasons.

2. Why did the Truax think it was reasonable to cut some trees? 2 reasons.

3. Make a list of 6 products we use that come from trees.

4. Go back to your list.  If we could not cut trees, we would have to use something else to make products you listed.  Beside each product, write down what we could use to replace the product made from trees.

5. A “renewable” resource is something that can be “made new again”./  In other words, we can make more of the resource so that it never has to run out.  What does ”nonrenewable” resource mean?
6. On your list of replacement products, did you have some products made from oil (like plastics)?  Is oil a “renewable” resource or “nonrenewable’ resource?

7. Did you have replacement products made from metal?  Is metal a “renewable”  resource of a “nonrenewable” resource?

8. What does Truax and his friends do to make sure there are plenty of trees?

9. Which story The Lorax or the Truax , do you think is the most like what is really happening in the United States?
Read:  Easter Island: Some Revisions to a Popular Environmental Story.
Answer: the Critical thinking .
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For years, the story of Easter Island has been used in textbooks as an example of how humans can seriously degrade their own life-support system. It concerns a civilization that once thrived and then largely disappeared from a small, isolated island in the great expanse of the South Pacific, located about 3,600 kilome​ters (2,200 miles) off the coast of Chile. 

Scientists used anthropological evidence and scientific measurements to estimate the ages of certain artifacts found on Easter Island (also called Rapa Nui) They hypothe​sized that about 2,900 years ago, Polynesians used double-hulled, seagoing canoes to colo​nize the island The settlers probably found a paradise with fertile soil that supported dense and diverse forests and lush grasses. Accord​ing to this hypothesis, the islanders thrived, and their population increased to as many as 15,000 people 

Measurements made by scientists seemed to indicate that over time, the Polynesians began living unsustainably by using the island's forest and soil resources faster than they could be renewed. When they used up the large trees, the islanders could no longer build their traditional sea​going canoes for fishing in deeper offshore waters, and no one could escape the island by boat. 

Without the once-great forests to ab​sorb and slowly release water, springs and streams dried up, exposed soils were eroded, crop yields plummeted, and famine struck. There was no firewood for cooking or keeping warm. According to the original hypothesis, the population and the civiliza​tion collapsed as rival clans fought one an​other for dwindling food supplies, and the island's population dropped sharply. By the late 1870s, only about 100 native islanders were left. 

In 2006, anthropologist Terry L. Hunt, Director of the University of Hawaii Rapa Nui Archeological Field School, evaluated the accuracy of past measurements and other evidence and carried out new measurements to estimate the ages of various artifacts. He used these data to formulate an alternative hypothesis describing the human tragedy on Easter Island. 

Hunt came to several new conclusions.  
· the Polynesians arrived on the island about 800 years ago, not 2,900 years ago 
· their population size probably never exceeded 3,000, contrary to the earlier esti​mate of up to 15,000. 
· the Polynesians did use the island's trees and other vegetation in an unsustainable manner, and by 1722, visitors reported that most of the island's trees were gone. 

But one question not answered by the earlier hypothesis was, why did the trees never grow back? Recent evidence and Hunt's new hypothesis suggest that rats (which either came along with the original settlers as stowaways or were brought along as a source of protein for the long voyage) played a key role in the island's permanent deforestation. Over the years, the rats multi​plied rapidly into the millions and devoured the seeds that would have regenerated the forests. 

Another of Hunt's conclusions was that after 1722, the population of Polynesians on the island dropped to about 100, mostly from contact with European visitors and invaders. Hunt hypothesized that these newcomers in​troduced fatal diseases, killed off some of the islanders, and took large numbers of them away to be sold as slaves. 

This story is an excellent example of how science works. The gathering of new scientific data and reevaluation of older data led to a revised hypothesis that challenges our think​ing about the decline of civilization on Easter Island. As a result, the tragedy may not be as clear an example of human-caused ecologi​cal collapse as was once thought. However, there is evidence that other earlier civilizations did suffer ecological collapse largely from unsustainable use of soil, water, and other resources.

Critical Thinking 

Does the new doubt about the original Easter Island hypothesis mean that we should not be concerned about using resources unsus​tainably on the island in space we call Earth? Explain. 

